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£7 4 (that is to ſay) Tueſday the 18 Day of May 
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$ < | N 
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The Bleſſedueſs of Charity. 
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AND 
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ACTS xx. 35. 


5e I have ſhewed you all things, how that ſo 
“ labouring You ought to ſupport the weak, 
and to remember the Words of the LORD 
cc JESUS, how he ſaid: it Is more bleſſed 


{© to give than to receive. 


HIS. paſlage is part of that celebrated ſpeech 

which the Apoſtle made to the Elders of 

Epheſus on taking his final leave, and which 
ſets his character in ſo very 'amiable a light, and is ſo 
very full and expreflive of that tenderneſs and affection, 
which we find in all his writings, for thoſe, whom by his 
miniſtry he had converted, that it is impoſſible to read 
or attend to it, without having the affections ſtrongly 
intereſted in the ſubject, and joining in the ſorrows of 
his afflicted followers, for the words which he then 
* e that they ſhou'd ſee his face no more.” 


But altho this ſpeech throughout has thoſe tender 
touches, which are peculiar to natural, unaffected elo- 
quence, and we find our hearts deeply intereſted in 


dur of a Character, wherein the moſt difintereſted. 
B Conduct, 


3 
Conduct, and the trueſt Chriſtian Fortitude is maintain- 
eck throughout all its parts; yet there is no one Cir- , 
cumſtance which ſtamps a greater value upon it, than 
that we have in it tranſmitted to us, that moſt divine 
maxim of our LORD and SAVIQUR recited in the 
Text; no where elſe recorded, and 'which, but for its 


being thus accidentally preſerved, had with many others 
been * loſt! 


The Apoſtle in the courſe of his own vindication, 
having fully manifeſted to them his irre proachable con- 
duct, and the diſintereſted part he had acted in regard 
to worldly conſiderations throughout his Mitiſtry, ap- 
pealing to their own knowledge for the truth of what 
he had affirmed, that he never coveted. any Man's 
« Silter or Gold, or wearing appatel, but that his 
| « own hands, as they all knew, had miniſtered to his 
40 neceſſities, and to them, who were with him.“ He 
then enforces his own example upon them, as a rule of 
Conduct they were equally obliged, to follow: not only 
becauſe he had given; the example. © how that fo 
« labouring they ought to ſupport the weak :* but for 
this mare intereſting reaſon that it was ſuitable to that 
Hon evangelical Precept of our 10 .— x: that it 
% was more bleſſed to give than to receive.” 


Theſe Words , point out to us the followin g 
confiderations ! 155 | By 
i 


* THe Duty enjoined, which is Charky-- or 3 
works. 
2. The 


2. The extraordinary blefling derived from the per- 
formance of it, implied in Our S$AVIOUR's words ; 
eit is more bleſſed to give than to receive.” 


> obs The importance of it in regard to him, who deli- 
vers it as a Duty: * the LORD JESUS.” 


Theſe conſidered, I ſhall in concluſion apply the 
Duty thence enforced to the particular Charities pow 
before us. 


I. Firſt of the Duty enjoyned : Charity « or good works. 
Whether we take this Duty as derived from the Law of 
Nature, or the more explicit Law of GOD delivered 
down to us in the Scriptures, we ſhall find it fo indifputa- 
ble a one, nay one of ſuch great importance, that there 
is hardly any one in the whole Circle of Relative Duties, 
comprehended under the general Notion of Morality, 
that carry with it ſuch a "prevailing Conviction of i 
juſtneſs or fitneſs, its importance or excellence; or in the 
eye of our common Father, the GOD, of Mercy, will 
be eſteemed of ſuch. weight in determining the moral 
Character in regard to his en or diſpleaſure, : as 
this. 

If we conſider this Duty as an obligation founded in 
the Law of Nature, it muſt be derived from that Order 
and Conflitution of things, which by the direction and 


appointment of GOD has univerſally prevailed at all 
B 2 times 


14 


times and in all Countries: for if ſuch an order of things 
prevails, as to make ſuch and ſuch Duties neceſſary for 
the welfare of many individuals: then thoſe Duties 


ariſing from that neceſſity muſt be conſidered as an 
original Obligation or Law of Nature. Or elſe this Duty 
muſt be deduced from the mutual Relation we ſtand in 
to each other as the Creatures or Children of GOD our 
common Father, and from thence alſo be proved to be 


obligatory as a Law ; either way anſwers the purpoſe, 


and will be ſatisfactory. 


In regard to the firſt, © The proving the Obligation 
« from the Order and Conſtitution of things :” By bat, 


I mean that great diſproportion, with which the Poſſeſ- 
ſions of this world are parcelled out amongſt the Members 
of each Society throughout all civilized Nations, and 
that inequality in the orders and degrees of Men conſe- 
quent thereto : For this inequality in poſſeſſions and this 
{ſubordination conſequent to it, is undoubtedly according 


to the unerring wiſdom of Providence, and of Divine 


appointment. For from hence the welfare of Society 


in general is the beſt provided for, and thoſe mutual 


wants and neceſſities, which this inequality occaſions, are 


truly the cement which unites its different parts, allotting 
to each Member, according to their powers and abilities, 
their affluence or indigence, their different parts and 
employments, and making that of each individual ſubſer- 
vient to the convenience and proſperity of the whole. 
But neverthelefs, this diſproportion in the diviſion of 
property, as it occaſions ſome few to abound, ſo it 

7 cauſes 


4 


. 


cauſes others, and that in great numbers, to be oppreſſed 


and labour under the worſt neceſſities, that humanity 


can be expoſed to; and 1bis arifing from that general 
Conſtitution which Prbeidence has appointed, it leads us 
to conclude, that 7his alſo is permitted for wiſe and 
good ends, and that GOD does not diſtribute his bleſſings 
in that great diſproportion, without ſome view anſwerable 


to his wiſdom and goodneſs. 


And this concluſion is certainly juſt. It is appointed 
with the view of Moral Improvement, by opening a new 
ſcene of Duties, and giving full exerciſe to the ſocial af- 
fections, which would have no room to be exerted in a 
more equal diſtribution of things. It is not that GOD is 
wanting in Goodneſs or partial in his Oeconomy, that 
his gifts are ſo diſproportionably diſtributed ; but it is that 
Goodneſs might abound, that Love and Gratitude; Ten- 
derneſs and Affection might ariſe out of this ſeeming diſ- 
order. His Love is over all his works and has given to 
every individual an equal right to thoſe comforts and bleſ- 
ſings of Life, which he appointed to be man's portion on 


earth; and however that natural right of equality is de- | 


barred according to the prefent appointment of things, it is 
no ways deſtroyed. The pooreſt have ſtill a right to the 
gifts of Providence, and the Rich in that caſe are no other 
than the Stewards and Diſpenſers of them to the poor, 
for whoſe fake GOD has intruſted them with their 
ſuperfluous. wealth, that they may occaſionally miniſter 
to their neceſſities. And whoever regards his wealth in 


any other light, than as a truſt committed to him for 
a general 


| 
; 
1 


S ＋— 
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. general good, mMiſtakes, af beſt, the purpoſe for which 
it is given, and applies that to his own private uſe, which 
one day he will find himſelf accountable for. Every 
reaſonable and good Man muſt ſee and be convinced of 
theſe truths, if tender and humane, muſt feel them. 
Indeed, Charity or good works is ſo abſolutely a Duty, 
that the exerciſe of it is not ſo much an Act of Mercy, as 
2 point of Juſtice, indiſpenſable j in its own Nature, and 
the Order and Conſtitution which prevails will make it 
1o,,.as-long as that ſubfiſts. . This is ſo evident that more 
need hardly be added. on this head: however I will briefly 
ſhewy how this. important Duty may be deduced alſo 
from ahe mutual Relation we ſtand in to each other as the 
Children of GOD, and. thence the e of. its being 
off e n bn 


That we all dand in bal to ch other, as the 
Qbildren of our heavenly Father, is moſt evidently true: 
that there muſt ariſe. Duties of Moral Obligation from 
thence is not leſs ſo, as there can be no relation found- 
ed in our Original Nature, but what fome one Duty is 
connected with. Father and Son, Servant and Maſter, each 
have their reſpective Duties: that which ariſes from this 
common. Affinity, is the practiſe of all Social Virtues 
on which.the good of a Community depends, and the 
exertion of all . thoſe tender regards for each other's 
intereſts, which we owe to every individual as Men and 
"Chriſtians. Amongſt theſe the Duty of Charity ſtands 
- foremoſt, as the moſt agreeable to that Affinity, which 
we derive from our heayenly Parent : and the Perſan, 


EE: 
who applies himſelf to us, and claims dur aſſiſtanct 
under neceſſity in the Name of "GOD (I mean ar: Pers 
fon deſerving of it) claims it on a juſt and unexceptio- 
nable foth dition: that relationfoip in which we ſtand a- 
like to GOD; and which calls upon us to fulfill all 
Puties ariſiig thence; and we cannot reject his claim; 
without breaking through all the Tyes of Humanity and 
Gratitude, and denyimg in the Perſon of our poot Neigh- 
bour fal affinity, which in common with him we 
participate of, — even tliat of the LORD and 
1 of Heaven and Earth. 28 996 | | 

Bat Levers it is pollible theGdibdof theſe 1 
drawn from the Law of Nature may be. eluded, ꝓet 
when this Duty comes recommended to us as the L of 
30 x cuts off all poſſibility of diſſent. Let us enforce 
ts obligation then from thence, and thence preſs the 
practice of it n the Conſoiences of them who are un- 
willing to admit it otherwiſe. The Goſpel of CHRIST 
is the "Goſpel of Love, and all the Duties, vchich have 
4 tendency to nouriſh and encreaſe that Love, are carried 
in it to their utmoſt extent. This of Charity is pattieu- 
larly made the condition of grace and acceptance with 
GOD, the abfolute condition, it being declared, that 
« with what meaſure we miete to others, it ſhall be 
meaſured to us again,“ and the deciſion at the Judg- 
ment Day being. repreſented az made ſolely as it were 
in regard to the practice of this one Duty. Perhaps the 
reaſon why this is ſo repreſented may be this: * Love 


* Math. vii. 2. 


« worketh 


6200 

« worketh no ill:“ a heart devoted to good works 
will not be ſeduced by any ill deſire to acts of injuſtice 
or cruelty ; but the ſame Loving Spirit, which moves to 
acts of tenderneſs and compaſſion, will fortify it alſo a- 

inſt ſuch evil thoughts, which irregular paſſions are 
apt to ſuggeſt againſt the peace and happineſs of a 
Neighbour : therefore © Love is juſtly ſaid to be the 
« fulfilling of the Law.” But however this be, it is 
certain, that it is an undeniable Duty according to the 
whole tenour of the Goſpel :.a Duty alſo of the moſt 
awful importance, as the final happineſs or | miſery of 
our future State is decided in great meaſure by it. Let 
us attend to our SAVIOUR's Accuſation againſt the 
uncharitable, made in great condeſcention in the Perſon 
of him, whoſe wants have been cruelly ſlighted and 
overlooked : let us alſo attend to that dreadful Sentence 
which - follows upon it—and thence judge of the impor- 
tance of this Duty. I was hungred, and you gave 
me no meat; thirſty and you gave me no drink: 
was a Stranger and you took me not in; naked and 
you cloathed me not, ſick and in priſon, and you 
& viſited me not — depart from me ye accurſed into 
2 everlaſting fire, prepared for the Devil and his 

Angels“ May this charge be never Tee Wu 
eee eee | 


II. Another ght which 1 ** to view . Duty 
in was the III Blefling . derived from the 


9 * - ++ d ww 


* Math. rr. 41, 


performance 


1920 
performance of it, implied in theſe words of our 
SAVIOUR, ce It is ore DISKS to give than to receive?” 


Here that happineſs, which is derived from good 
works, is comparatively expreſſed; as put in competition 
with that lefler degree, which reſults to the Perſon 

on whom the benefit is conferred.” This may ſeem 
a extraordinary to them, whoſe Affections are entirely 
ſelfiſh, that the preference ſhould be given in favour of 
the Perſon, who parts with a ſuppoſed good, in pre- 
judice to his, who is the happy receiver. But our 
LORD knew all the motions of the human heart; and, 
that no enjoyment can be given by the Giver of all 
good gifts“ equal to that reſulting from the full grati- 
fication of the ſocial Affections. A neceſſitous and 
diſtreſſed Perſon without doubt feels and enjoys 
moſt ſenſibly the kind aſſiſtance reached out to him by his 
merciful Neighbour ; but it is a joy of that ſort which 
a perſon feels when he is brought from extream pain 
to perfect eaſe, it differing in its Nature as well as degree 
from his, to whom he is indebted for relief: perhaps 
alſo for this reaſon, becauſe. he looks upon it as a debt, 
not to be felt without a mixture of great uneaſineſs from 
the ſenſe of the obligation, and the inability to make a 
| ſuitable return. Beſides the Affections excited and 
gratified in the receiver, (excepting thoſe of Love and 
Gratitude; which, as I have obſerved, carry with 
them alſo, painful Senſations) are wholly of the /e/ fiſh kind, 
and conſequently 1 in Nature and Excellence different from 


thoſe raiſed in the breaſt of the Benefactor, which are 
| C entirely 
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(40) 
entirely Social, and for that reaſon, as more exalted and 
| exeellent, ſo more permanent and diffuſye,of3 ey. There 
is alſo a Conſciouſneſs of worth and goodneſs, which 
attends all ſuch Acts, which reiſes the Mind to a ſtill 
grenter degree of enjoyment; and is at laſt brought 

to — gerate paſſible by the conſequent ; Concluſion, 
that the ſelfapprobation vrhich the Conſcience has 
beſtowed on any Act of goodneſs and beneficence, * 
be ratified by him who is the Author of all Sood, and 
-who will. openly. reward the Alms which are “ in the. 
moſt 2 wanner diſpoſed of to the relief of the 
neseſſitous: ſo that the bleſſedneſs, which: the giyer 
inherits, is not onhy comparatively greater than his WhO 
receives, but it e, Ge Krach. _ pmg Na- 
ture is anche 1 ww” 

II. The third 100 laſt confideration e to this 
Duty is,- the importance of it in regard to che Perf by 
n it is inculcated. The LORD A Do 


bs 1 have ales 1 Py that 800 be branght 
Aude this head, by having, under a former,. conſideręd 
the importance of this Duty, as, eres d. from, its being 
the revealed Will of GOD. Yet, there cemains a very 
eighey Argument to be conſidered from the Dignity and 
Character of the. Perſon whom. it is epforced, —* the 
en JESUS -” for from henge, beſides, the Obli- 
ion reſulting from its being agreeable” to, GOD's 
eee e of Gratitude. Te from 
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( xx ) 
gaged him to become our SAVIOUR and REDEEM- 
ER; and who therein ſet us a moſt intereſting example of 
Charity and Compaſſion, in becoming alſo our propitia- 
tory Sacrifice, and redeeming us to GOD through his 
Blood. And this moſt perſuaſive motive for Obedience 
ought particularly to gain our. Attention at this holy 
Seaſon, ſet apart for a grateful remembrance. of that 
Salvation, he wrought for. us by his humiliation and 
ſufferings, and for that moſt painful and ignominious 
Death, he patiently reſigned himſelf. to, to perfect his 
Mercy towards us. Theſe all are Circumſtances which 
add great weight to the Duty here jinculcated;- it is the 
« LORD of Heaven and Earth“ deſcending from the 
moſt exalted State of Glory and Felicity in the Boſom of 
the Father, who calls upon us © to love Mercy”; he, who 
in Mercy to us, his Creatures, aſſumed: our frail and 
miſerable Nature in its worſt Circumſtances; and who; 
in Mercy, alſo laid it down-for us in a moſt painful and 
diſeraceful manner. Herein is Love, not that we 
« loved him, but that he loved us, and gave himſelf a 
0 propitiation for us.. Can we hear this Call, and not 
anſwer to it with the moſt ready Obedience? Shall the 
Law of Love, ſo enforced, prove ineffectual to the 
quickening our hearts with the Spirit of Charity and 
Benevolence towards our Brethren ? This 4s not poſſible. 
We muſt be touched and feel the power of Goodneſs over 
our hearts, and be warmed with the moſt ſtrong and 
ardent deſire to imitate his glorious example, and prove 


John iy. 10. ; 
C 2 ourſelves 
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. ourſelves. the willing Diſciples of ſo gracious a Maſter. 
But alaſs ! How ſhall human Nature ' attain to ſuch 
perfection? Or What has Man to make an Offering of 
Mercy with, that can at all anſwer to that which be 
offered on the Croſs for as? We: ſay indeed, we are 
«rich and have need of nothing, knowing not, that, 
% as to all eſſential Goodneſs, we are wretched and 
«miſerable, poor and naked. & In what manner can we 
thew ſich Love? Though we beſtow all our goods 
vento feed the poor,“ yet what proportion does even 
this hold with his, who reſigned the infinite Majeſty he 
was inveſted with for our ſakes, and * humbled him- 
ſelf even to the death upon the Croſs,” 4 that he 
might raiſe us to everlaſting Life | All our good works 
and acts of Beneficence, which we are ſo apt to value 
ourſelves ſo unreaſonably upon: even the extreameſt 
degree of Charity we can ſhew, the ſacrificing to the 
welfare of our Neighbour every enjoyment this world 
can beſtow, when brought in compariſon to this our 
SAVIOUR's divine Love, vaniſb and become Nothing. 
Nevertheleſs, with the poor Widow let us willingly 
fling in our Mite; and He, who ſo graciouſly approved 
her pious intention, will alſo as favourably receive ours, 
and we ſhall find that although we have no reaſon to 
boaſt of our moſt perfect deeds, yet that even * a Cup 


of cold Water given in the Name of CHRIST, will 
25 * no means loſe its reward!!! 


8 Rev. il. 1. 41 Cor. Ai. 3. f Phil. i. 8. * Math. x. 42. 
19% This 
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This Conſideration leads me to the Application of the 
foregoing Arguments, which is the directing your atten- 
tion towards the ſeveral. Royal Foundations erected in 
this City for the relief of the neceſſitous and diſeaſed 
poor; in which Perſons of all Ages are taken care of ac- 
cording to their different diſtreſs, and thouſands, who 
muſt have periſhed, or become a uſeleſs burden to the 
public unleſs here relieved and provided for, have now 
the bleſſings of health and ſtrength reſtored to them, are 
become again uſeful to the public, and able to gain a 
comfortable ſubſiſtence for themſelves and families. 


In the Accounts publiſhed for this laſt year, you will 
find that near 11,000 have been cured and diſcharged 
from St. Bartholomew's Hoſpital : in St. Thomas's the 
ſame Account ſtands at 6,000 and upwards. The ex- 
tenſiveneſs and utility of theſe charitable foundations 
from hence appear very clearly. Nor is that for the 
Education of Children, hat for Lunatics, or that for the 
reception of Vagrants and. diſorderly Perſons leſs worthy 
the public regard than the former; as the Education. of 
the Poor to Induſtry and Labour, and the chaſtiſement 
of Idleneſs and Vice muſt always be eſteemed as impor- 
tant objects in the eye of every wiſe Community; and 
the caſe of thoſe unfortunate Perſons who are bereaved 
of their Underſtandings call upon us ſo loudly, and fo 
readily awaken, our pity in their behalf, that the touch- 
ing upon it is ſufficient to intereſt every good Perſon to 
contribute generouſly to their relief. 


It 


( 
n will appelt by the acctunt above referred to, that 

the Revenues of thefe ſeveral foundations, thro? various 
Aecidents, and pattly thrö“ exttaordinaty expences in- 
cürred by taking 4 reater Chatge upon 'theniſelves than 
the Revenues would admit of. Have proved very deficient 
to anſwer the Charge ariſen from theſe concurrent 
cauſes ;—this takes an Application to the Charity of all 
well diſpoſed perfons neceſſary for carrying on the deſign 
of their Inſtitütion in a Manner more agrecable to the 
public wants. The ſucceſs of this application depends 
ſolely upon the diſpoſition of them to whom it is made. 
I truſt thoſe weighty Arguments I have laid before you, 
(however deficient in the manner they are offered) will 
be ſufficient to induce you to direct that prineiple of Love, 
ſo neceſſary to the perfecting the Chriſtian Character, to 
the. particular pur poſes now laid before you. Acts of ibis 
kind are they alone, which can ſanctify, that which our 
SAVIOUR ſtiles the Mammon of unrighteouſneſs. 
It is not the Poſſeſſion of Wealth, Power and: Dignity, 
that can juſtly nominate us Bleſſed in the Goſpel-Senfe ; 
It is the ufe alone we put them to can give us claim to 
that Title, or to that inheritance to which aldne that 
Appellation can properly refer. It is making them our 
inſtrument in the promoting the general happineſs, in 
Telieving want, in ſuccouring the afflicted, and con- 
verting them to all the purpoſes of kindneſs and benevo- 
lence, that ſtamps upon them a real value. The future 
kingdom of CHRIST is to be a ſtate of univerſal Peace, 
Righteouſneſs and Happineſs: and whoever, in this life, 
promotes the gracious defigns of the Goſpel Covenant, 
which 
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which is the beginning, and laying the foundation of that: 
kingdom in this preſent world, by his works and la- 
« bours that proceed of Love““; that Perſon, and be 
alone, is the bleſſed of the Father.“ The hour will 
come, when a ſtrict account will be demanded of our 
Stewardſhip here, and then thoſe ſuperior advantages 
of Wealth and Power, now our boaſt, will be, if 
miſemployed, our final Reproach and Condemnation. 
The un, uſt, the cruel, the deſtroyers of human hap- 
pineſs © ſhall then awake to ſhame and everlaſting 
contempt ;” + whilſt the juſt, the merciful and tender- 
hearted, the Benefactors of Mankind, ſhall riſe to honour 
and everlaſting feiicity, and “ ſhine. as © the Stars in 
« the firmament, for eber and ever.” Then ſhall they 
indeed find - themſelves blefſed beyond all hope or 
even defire; when they ſhall hear the Judge of all 
the Earth, even their merciful SAVIOUR, laying aſide 
all terror, and with all the mildneſs of redeeming Love, 
call upon them, ſaying : ! Come, ye Bleſſed of my Fa- 
« ther, inherit the Kingdom prepared for you from the 
Foundation of the World.”---Which, that we may all 
hear, .GOD of his infinite Mercy grant. 


* Heb. vi. 10. + Dan, xii. 2, 3. 
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